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Who was he?
Walt Elias Disney was an American 
entrepreneur, animator, voice actor and 
film producer. He introduced many 
developments in the producing of cartoons, 
and produced some of the best cartoons in 
history. He is well-known for being the 
father of Mickey Mouse, Dumbo, Bambi, 
between others, and being the foundator of 
Walt Disney Company. In addition, he is the 
most academic awards winning individual, 
winning an incredible amount of 22 Oscars.



Childhood and adolescence
Walt lived most of his childhood in Missouri. In there, Walt 
developed an early interest in drawing and art. At the age of 
seven, he began to sell sketches to neighbours. Drawing 
became a hobby to him, at the point that he drew pictures of 
nature and animals instead of doing homework. In school, he 
would tell stories to his friends while illustrating on a 
board. While being in his teens, he would move to Kansas 
City, where he still developed his drawing skills and his 
love towards nature. In addition, he also was talented at 
acting and, against his parents permission, he would sneak  
out of his house to perform on local theaters. Moreover, in 
1918, he tried to enlist himself in the army, but he was too 
young, aged 16. In response to this, he enlisted in the Red 
Cross, and was sent to France to drive an ambulance and to be 
the chauffeur of Red Cross’ officials. 



early career 
When he returned from France, he decided he 
wanted to start a career on commercial art, 
and began his 43 year long journey in Kansas 
City founding the company Laugh-O-Grams. He 
started producing short animated films for 
local businesses. By the time Disney started 
producing the cartoon “The Alice Comedy”, 
his company bankrupted. However, he didn’t 
give up. He moved to his Uncle’s garage, 
placed in Hollywood, with his brother Roy, 
to start a new business, where he continued 
to produce The Alice Comedies and other 
cartoons. Fortunately for the Disney 
brothers, they received an order from New 
York for the first Alice’s cartoons, and 
expanded their productions to the rising 
Hollywood. As his company grew and grew, he 
would afford new employees, which one of 
them, Lillian Bounds, married him. They had

two daughters. 
His talent was first introduced to the 

public with his silent cartoon called Plane 
Crazy. However, before it was released, sound 
was introduced in the motion picture industry. 
This last fact helped into one of the most 
important achievements and creations in Walt 
Disney’s career. In 1928, Walt Disney introduced 
his new animated character Mickey Mouse, which 
was the first ever synchronized sound cartoon.

 

Some of the first 
Mickey Mouse’s 
sketches



Disney’s “boom”
In the 1930’s and early 1940’s, Walt 
Disney enjoyed his enormous success, 
creating of today’s most known 
classics. During these periods, he 
developed perfection in the art of 
animation. He introduced the first 
ever coloured cartoons, and held the 
patent of technicolor, allowing him to 
make the only coloured cartoons. He 
also introduced in 1937 the first 
short clip to utilize the multi-plane 
camera technique.That same year, he 
produced the first full-length 
animated musical feature. The most 
famous ones are, for example, Bambi, 
Pinocho, Dumbo, etc. In 1932, he won 
the first of his more than 20 academic 
awards with his cartoon “Flowers and 
Trees”. With the money he earnt, he 
was able to build his own new studio, 

the Burbank Studio, which counted 
with a lot more huge staff. 

In spite his work was 
dedicated towards cartoons of 
supernatural creatures and animals, 
during WW2, his work was focused on 
special government work, which 
consisted in making propaganda 
films for the military forces. 
Fortunately, other more than 100 
features were created in this 
studio.

Propaganda for people to 
save



Disney’s expansion to TV
A pioneer in the field of television programming, 
Disney began television production in 1954, and was 
among the first to present full-color programming 
with his “Wonderful World of Color” in 1961. The 
Mickey Mouse Club was a popular favorite in the 
1950s.  But that was only the beginning. In 1965, 
Walt Disney turned his attention toward the problem 
of improving the quality of urban life in America. 
He personally directed the design of an 
Experimental Prototype Community of Tomorrow 
(EPCOT). It was planned as a living showcase for 
the creativity of American industry.



The creation of Walt Disney World
Disney had the incredible idea of 
buying some land in Orlando, 
Florida, to build up what today 
is still known as World Disney 
World. In there, he would create 
a new amusement theme park of 
entertainment, where you could 
and still can meet your Disney 
world’s favourite characters. It  
also included a motel-hotel 
resort vacation center, and his 
Experimental Prototype Community 
of Tomorrow. All these were 
finished after Disney’s death.



To sum up: Why was he important?
Walt Disney is considered one of the most brilliant-minded 
person on earth. He developed a lot of new techniques and 
innovations to the cartoon industry, and created some of the 
most influential and popular cartoons of all time, which 
still are as famous as they were when they were released. 
Walt Disney Studios still exists today, and still produces 
movies, cartoons, TV programs and sketches. Walt Disney’s 
inventions and ideas will live forever in our hearts.



THE END!


